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Public  Health  Department, 

124,  John  Street, 

Porthcawl. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Porthcawl  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Vital 
Statistics  of  your  Urban  Area  for  the  year  1944. 

This  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  Circular  1561  (Wales)  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  work  appertaining  to  my  Department  is  covered  as 
fully  as  possible.  I trust  that  this  record  on  the  activities  of 
the  Health  Department  towards  promoting  the  sanitation  of  our 
town,  and  the  physical  well-being  of  our  populace  will 
receive  that  kind  consideration  which  you  have  always  afforded 
its  predecessors. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ETHEL  G.  DAVIES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  D.  J.  REES,  J.P.,  O.B.E.  (Chairman  of  the  Council). 
Councillor  J.  PHILLIPS  (Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee). 
Councillor  T.  H.  AUSTIN.  Councillor  W.  T.  BURNELL. 
Councillor  D.  DAVIES.  Councillor  D.  JONES. 

Councillor  J.  T.  LEWIS.  Councillor  J.  NEWMAN. 
Councillor  R.  I).  CHALKE,  M.A.,  LL.IL  Councillor  E.  M.  BOWEN. 
Councillor  G.  GLENTON.  Councillor  W.  E.  JONES. 

Councillor  J.  LOUGHLIN.  Councillor  E.  THOMiAS. 


★ 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee — 

This  Committee  is  comprised  of  the  whole  Council,  together  with  the 
following  Co-opted  Members  : 

Mrs.  W.  A.  HOWELL,  J.P.  (Chairman).  Mrs.  F.  GRIFFITHS. 
Mrs.  A.  BROOKE.  Mrs.  A.  LEWIS. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  CHALKE.  Miss  A*  ROBERTS 

★ 

Public  Health  Staff— 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

ETHEL  G.  DAVIES,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Loud.),  (Part-time' 
Sanitary  Inspector — 

R.  P.  DICKS,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.  (Whole-time). 

Health  Visitors — 

O.  E.  DOWSE,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  (Whole-time. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  District  Acres  3,737 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  1 297 

„ „ „ (1931)  1,530 

„ „ „ end  of  1944 

(according  to  Rate  Books)  2,382 

Rateable  Value  £62,967 

Estimated  Produce  of  Penny  Rate  £251/8/9 

Social  Conditions. 


I he  town  of  Porthcawl  is  a Seaside  Resort  and  Residen- 
tial District.  There  are  no  large  industries  and  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  keeping  of  Plotels  and 
Boarding  Houses,  and  maintenance  of  the  necessary  social 
services.  A smal.  number  of  men  are  employed  at  coal 
mines  and  limestone  quarries  situated  in  the  adjacent  areas. 
A laige  number  of  men  and  women  in  employment  and  un- 
employed, are  being  directed  by  the  Ministry  into  Munition 
factories  m the  area. 

Vrtal  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1944  and  previous 


Year 


1931 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 


1944 


Net. 

No. 


67 

85 

75 

74 

78 

106 

108 

135 

146 

157 


147 


Births. 
Rate  per 


10.78 

1 

13.21 

3 

11.39 

3 

11.06 

3 

11.50 

3 

15.08 

3 

11.60 

6 

13.20 

6 

15.60 

5 

17.60 

9 

17.20 

7 

Net  Births  bei.onc.ing  to  Dis  r;ct 

d t all  ages 
No.  Rate  per 
1,000 


Under  1 year. 


No. 


Rate  per 

1,000 


15.00 

35.00 

40.00 

40.00 

38.00 
28.30 

53.00 

44.00 

34.00 

57.00 


48  00 


70 

84 

97 

74 

86 

92 

114 

138 

121 

109 


123 


11.27 

13.06 
14.81 

11.06 
12.72 
12.17 
12.20 
13.50 
12  90 
12.20 


14.4 


r 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1944. 


(After  correction  for 

Inward  and 

Outward 

M 

Transfers). 
F Total 

Live  Births,  Legitimate 

71  

70  .. 

....  141 

Live  Births,  Illegitimate 



4 

2 .. 

6 

Birth  .Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population 
Still  Births  

17.2 

2 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,060  total  (live 

and  still 

births)  

Deaths  

27.0 

S6 

67 

123 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population 

14.4 

Deaths  and  Death-rates  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000  Live 
Deaths.  and  Still  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0.00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 0.00 

Total  0 0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1 000  live  births  48 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 47.6 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 0.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  22 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Causes  of  Death.  M.  F 


All  Causes 


55  68 


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

3 Scarlet  Fever  

4 Whooping  Cough  

5 Diphtheria  

6 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  

7 Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

8 Syphilitic  Diseases  

9 Influenza  

10  Measles  

11  Ac.  Polio-Mycl.  and  Polio-encep.h 

12  Ac.  Inf.  Enceph.  

13  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

14  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  & Oesoph  (M)  Uterus 

p , (F)  

15  Cancer  of  Breast  

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

17  Diabetes  

18  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19  Heart  Disease  

20  Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System 

21  Bronchitis  

22  Pneumonia  

23  Other  Resp.  Dis.  

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

25  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

26  Appendicitis  ..5 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

28  Nephritis  

29  Puer.  and  Post  Abort  Sepsis 'I 

30  Other  Maternal  Causes 

31  Premature  Birth 

32  Con.  Alai  Birth  Inf.  Infant  Dis. 

33  Suicide  

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35  Other  Vio’ent  Causes 

36  All  other  Causes  


2 

1 


1 

1 

7 

5 

19 

1 

2 

1 

3 


1 


3 

1 

1 

1 

5 


3 

1 

1 


1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

8 

16 

2 

1 

3 


1 

3 


2 

1 

1 


11 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Ail  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by 
an  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff.  The  following  figures  show  the 
number  and  nature  of  specimens  examined  during  1944. 

Water  (Bacteriologically)  16 

Water  (Chemically)  2 

Non-Designated  Milk  44 

Designated  Milk  25 

Swabs — Diphtheria  66 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  infectious  cases  the  two  motor  ambulances  of  the 
Cefn  Hirgoed  Hospital  are  availab  e. 

For  Non-Infectious  cases  and  accidents,  one  motor 
ambulance  is  available : the  vehicle  is  maintained  by  the 
Council. 

In  both  instances  the  service  has  been  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Require- 
ments have  to  be  met  by  Nurses  in  Private  practice  and  from 
the  Nursing  Centres. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  conducted  in  the  First-Aid 
Post  fortnightly  unti  this  was  closed  on  November  15th. 
Conditions  here  had  become  most  unsatisfactory,  owing  to 
lack  of  facilities  for  heating,  cleaning,  etc;  also,  the  numbers 
attending  had  increased  considerably  from  an  average 
attendance  of  30  to  50. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  also  held  fortnightly  at  the 
First-Aid  Post.  At  this  Clinic  also,  the  numbers  had  in- 
creased from  an  average  attendance  of  8 to  18. 


Enteric  Group 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 


22 

3 

8 

3 


V.  D. 

Sputum  T.B. 
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In  September,  1944,  the  Old  Gas  Showrooms  were 
offered  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  taken  over. 
It  was  found  that  Clinic  work  could  be  carried  out  at  these 
premises,  and  with  slight  alterations  there  would  be 
facilities  for  the  storage  of  dried  milks,  etc.  Although 
these  premises  are  more  suitable  for  Clinic  work  than  pre- 
vious Centres,  it  is  essential  that  a new  Clinic  be  provided 
for  such  important  and  progressive  work. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  were  also  transferred 
from  the  Council  Offices  to  the  New  Pub'ic  Health  Depart- 
ment in  September,  1944.  The  above  premises  are  quite 
suitable  for  this  work,  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 
Clinics  are  held  monthly. 

TUBBRCUIvOSTS  DISPENSARY . 

The  nearest  dispensary  serving  this  Area  is  the  Old 
Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend. 

VENEIREAD  DISEASES. 

The  Clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Public  Authority,  and  the  nearest  treatment  centre  is  situated 
in  Port  Talbot. 


Hospitals  Available. 

For  Smallpox,  the  Hospital  near  Cefn  Hirgoed  in  the 
Penybont  Area. 

For  general  fever  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  near 
Bridgend. 


For  Tuberculosis  the  .Sanatoria 
Hospitals  of  the  W.M.N.A.  and  G.C.C. 


and  Tuberculosis 


For  Maternity,  by  arrangement  with 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  cases  are 
Maternity  Ward  of  the  Bridgend  Infirmary 


the  Glamorgan 
admitted  to  the 


For  Children,  none. 


General,  Cardiff  and  Bridgend. 

For  Orthopaedics,  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

Redcroft  Convalescent  Home,  Lougher  Gardens  Porthcawl. 

The  above  was  opened  on  21/11/1940  as  a Convalescent 
Home  for  unaccompanied  evacuees  in  the  district. 

On  26/5/1942  the  Home  was  used  as  a Convalescent 
Home  for  evacuated  children  in  South  Wales  leaving  five 
beds  for  use  by  the  local  authority  in  case  of  emergency. 
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The  number  admitted  to  Redcroft  during  the  whole 
period  averaged  15. 

The  Home  was  closed  on  30/11/1944. 

WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERY. 

This  has  been  established  since  December,  1941  for  the 
care  of  children  between  1 and  5 years  whose  parents  are 
engaged  in  War-time  work.  The  numbers  attending  have 
varied  since  its  inception  from  8 to  20. 

The  work  is  being  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  parents 
appreciate  this  privilege,  as  their  children  are  being  looked 
after  by  a trained  staff,  between  the  hours  of  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 
at  a nominal  charge  of  1/-  daily,  which  includes  two  meals. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. 

The  notification  of  Births  Act,  which  requires  all  births 
and  still  births  occurring  in  the  area  after  the  28th  week  of 
pregnancy  to  be  notified  to  the  Medica1  Officer  of  Health 
within  36  hours,  forms  the  basis  of  health  visiting. 

The  number  of  births  and  still  births  is  in  the  ratio  of 
49  to  1. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  was  150  including  3 
still  birth. 

Midwives  notified,  150.  Doctors  notified,  Nil. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor  is  now  employed  by  the 
Authority. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health 
Visitor : 


(1)  To  expectant  mothers — 

First  Visits  49 

Total  Visits  182 

(2)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

First  AAsits  143 

Total  Visits  1428 

(3)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years — 

Total  Visits  1167 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by 

the  Council  1 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  wfio  first  attended  at 
the  Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the 
date  of  their  first  attendance  were — 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  128 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  39 


(c)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 year.:  of  age 
who  attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year  and 


who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were — 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  85 

(Total  attendances — 723). 

(2)  Over  1 year  of  age  126 

(Total  attendances — 346). 


The  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Ophthalmic 
and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Bridgend  was  20  as  compared 
with  7 in  1943. 

Ante-Natal  Services. 

(a)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by 

the  Council  

(b)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the 

Clinic  during  the  year  

(c)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally 
examined,  and  of  cases  post-natallv  examined 
during  the  year,  under  arrangements  made  by 
the  Council  with  private  Medical  Practitioners 
excluding  cases  included  under  (b) 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  admitted 
Bridgend  County  Hospital  was  23. 

Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

During  the  year,  1944,  the  supply  of  a few'  milk  foods 
has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by 
arrangement  with  the  local  Chemist— the  Food 
Office  controlling  the  supply  of  National  Dried 
Milk,  Cod  Diver  Oil  and  Orange  juice. 


1 

72 


Nil 

into 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

No  cases  notified  during  1944. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Actual  Deaths — Porthcawl : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  

(b)  From  other  causes  

Total 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  relat- 
ing to  the  Public  Health,  in  force  in  the  District. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1914. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  regard  to— 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels. 

Delegated  Powers. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Cinematograph  Act,  1909. 

Shops  Act,  1912-1926. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  C. 


1 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Town  derive  their  water  supply 
from  undertakings  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Porthcawl 
Urban  District  Council. 


The  Council  has  Statutory  Powers  to  supply  an  area  of 
3,737  acres  within  which  are  situated  2,400  premises  with  an 
estimated  population  of  nearly  10,000  persons — increasing  to 
a resident  population  of  30,000  in  the  holiday  season. 

The  main  water  supply  is  derived  from  Craig-yr-Aber 
Reservoir,  situated  at  the  head  of  a valley  in  the  Margam 
Hills  and,  therefore,  outside  the  Porthcawl  Urban  Area. 

The  gathering  ground  pertaining  to  this  reservoir  covers 
an  area  of  470  acres,  and  the  water  impounded  possesses  the 
usual  characteristics  of  an  upland  surface  water,  is  of  a high 
degree  of  purity,  and  possesses  a low  degree  of  hardness. 

The  impounding  reservoir  (capacity  million  galls.)  is 
connected  with  a service  reservoir  which  has  a capacity  of 
1,000  000  galls,  and  which  is  situated  at  Ty-Coch,  within  the 
Urban  Area.  This  service  Reservoir  also  receives  water 
from  a stream  which  drains  an  area  in  Cwm  Fadeg  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  the  Craig-yr-Aber  Valley,  whilst  a supple- 
mentary supply  of  hard  water  is  pumped  to  Ty-Coch  as 
occasion  demands,  from  a borehole  situated  near  Ffvnnon 
hawr,  Nottage. 


At  Ty-Coch  Reservoir,  six  mechanical  Filters  (capable  in 
the  aggregate  of  dealing  with  30.000  gallons  of  water  per 
hour)  have  been  ...stalled.  In  addition  to  mechanical  filtra- 

an  of  the  water,  automatic  chemical  treatment  (chlorina- 
tion) is  also  applied.  v d 


Sufficiency  of  Supplies. 

Normal  supplies  were  maintained  throughout  the  year 

•u  d cWaS  ,man  POSSible  hy  reaso”  of  the  abnorn  a rainfall 
and  considerable  use  was  made  of  the  new  borehole  at 
rrynnon  hawr  to  augment  the  upland  supplies 
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From  past  experiences  the  present  resources  are  in- 
sufficient to  meet  the  demands  of  consumers  during  the 
Summer  Holiday  Season  and  under  normal  weather 
conditions. 

Schemes  prepared  (including  a new  impounding  reser- 
void  at  Pontyrhyll  Valley,  Ty-Coch)  had  to  be  postponed  in 
1939,  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

Quality  of  Supplies. 

The  upland  water  from  the  Craig-yr-Aber  Valley  has  a 
hardness  of  two  to  three  degrees;  from  the  Cwm  Fadeg 
Valley  the  water  is  slightly  harder,  approximately  7 degrees. 

Water  obtained  from  the  borehole  at  Ffynnon  Fawr  is 
very  hard,  varying  (according  to  the  continuity  of  pumping), 
from  30  to  over  50  degrees  of  hardness,  and  the  Chlorine 
content  of  this  water  is  abnormally  high. 

The  following  table,  of  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratories  Cardiff,  indicates  the  quality  of  the  supplies: — 


No.  of 

Satis- 

Moderate 

Unsatis- 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Samples 

factory 

Purity 

factory 

Bacteriological 

16  ... 

....  12 

3 ... 

1 

Chemical 

1 ... 

...  1 

— 

— 

Total  

17  ... 

....  13 

3 ... 

1 

Steps  taken  to  guard  against  Contamination. 

They  include  regular  inspection  of  the  gathering  grounds 
and  water  courses  feeding  the  impounding  reservoir. 

The  Council  acquired  397  acres  in  the  gathering  ground, 
from  the  Margam  Estate,  including  the  farm  and  buildings 
known  as  Flafod  Decca. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  a 
further  area  of  land  in  the  gathering  grounds,  together  with 
Llwyn  Gladys  Farm,  approximately  80  acres. 

These  acquisitions,  when  completed  will  enable  the 
Council  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  farms  and  builduigs, 
and  thereby  remove  a source  of  proved  pollution  to  the  main 
water  course. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  major  portion  of  the  district  is  s-ewered,  one  small 
section  has  a separate  system  for  surface  water  drainage, 
the  remainder  is  on  a combined  system. 

The  proposed  works  for  dealing  with  flood  water  in  the 
Eastern  Section  of  the  district  have  also  had  to  be  postponed. 

Cesspools. 

Number  of  cesspools  in  use  is  43.  There  is  one  septic 
tank  which  receives  the  drainage  matter  from  Locks 
Common  conveniences. 

4 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Authority,  the  rodern  vehicle  used  for  this  purpose  minimis- 
ing any  nuisance  which  is  caused  by  these  operations. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection. 

Collection  and  transport  of  refuse  is  affected  by  means 
of  two  motor  cleansing  vehicles.  The  disposal  is  by  tipping 
on  one  central  “dump”  near  the  Northern  boundary  of  the 
Urban  Area. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  .number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  ,as  follows : — 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  supply  

83 

347 

29 

31 

189 

19 

8 

•?o 

Drainage  

Stables  and  Piggeries  

Fried  F.ish  Shops  

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Factories — Mechanical 

Non- Mechanical 

P>akehouses 

Public  Conveniences 

OU 

25 

16 

67 

43 

Theaties  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  Disposal 

Rats  and  Mice 

Schools 

Off 

i n 

Shops  

IU 

1 1 Q 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

I to 

24 
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Housing. 

UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  59 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  83 

UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  11 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  23 

OVERCROWDING . 

Number  of  houses  inspected  31 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  37 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  13 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  19 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  10 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases...  31 

Visits  re  Disinfection  26 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 7 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to — 

Slaughterhouses  (Pig  killing)  59 

Meat  Shops  183 

Visits  to  other  Premises  9 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  251 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  37 

Grocers  39 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  21 

Cowsheds  167 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  192 

Food  Preparing  Premises  19 

Restaurants  9 

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SAMPLING— 

Milk — Bacteriological  78 

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  14 

Milk — Standard  Routine  Tests  249 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (Food)  12 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year. 

Informal  Notices  served  73 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  26 

Statutory  Notices  served  47 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  4 
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Factories. 

There  are  43  Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical) 
in  the  District,  as  follows : — 

Engineering  Works  (Motor  Repairs,  etc.)  8 


Bakehouses  d 

Dressmakers  1 

Wheelwrights  1 

Shoemakers  8 

Blacksmiths  1 

Plumbers  2 

Timber  Merchants  and  Joiners  4 

Sewage  Pumping  Stations  2 

Builders’  Workshops  4 

Gas  Works  1 

Cycle  Repair  Shops  1 

Quarries  1 

Monumental  Works  1 

Upholsterers  1 

Sand  and  Gravel  Works  1 


These  premises  have  been  visited  periodically  and  im- 
provements to  sanitary  accommodation  were  carried  out  on 
three  premises. 

SHOPS. 

118  visits  were  made  to  shops  in  the  Area,  and  the  follow- 
ing improvements  were  carried  out: — 

2 Water  Closets  repaired  and  cleansed. 

3 Obstructed  Drains  cleared. 

2 Premises — improved  ventilation. 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  PORTHCAWL  AREA. 

Ten  visits  were  made  to  Schools  during  the  year. 
Generally  speaking,  the  hygienic  conditions  in  the  Council 
Schools  are  satisfactory. 


School 

A ccommo  elation 

Sa-nitary  Convenience 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council  .. 
School  (Senior  Dept.) 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council 

298 

12  Wash-down  W.C’s., 
1 urinal  and  6 wash- 
hand  basins. 

School  (Infants  Dept.) 
Porthcawl  Nottage  Council  .. 

138 

. 7 Wash-down  W.C’s., 
1 urinal  and  wash- 

hand  basins. 

School 

217 

8 Wash-down  W.C’s., 
2 urinals  and  7 wash- 

Central  Senior  Schools 

480 

band  basins. 

19  W.C’s.,  11  Urinals, 

22  wash-hand  basins, 
9 baths. 
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All  milk  supplied  to  the  scholars  attending-  these  schools 
is  “Pasteurised”,  and  periodical  samples  collected  from  this 
supply  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  Bacterio- 
logical Examination. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  1919,  AND  THE 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943. 

84  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  the  administration 
of  the  above. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  routine  work  of  rat  destruction 
the  Council  received  instructions  from  the  Director  of  Infes- 
tation Control  to  prepare  and  execute  a campaign  for  des- 
troying rats  in  sewers. 

This  work  necessitated  a complete  survey  of  the  Town’s 
sewerage  system,  and  included  the  examination  and  record- 
ing of  approximately  500  manholes. 

Two  treatments  were  given,  and  the  results  obtained 
from  daily  record  sheets  indicated  an  estimated  kill  of  3 315 
rats. 

THE  ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS. 

Bed  Bugs. 

15  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 
The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  the  costs  incurred  were  recovered 
from  the  householders. 

Other  Pests. 

Eight  premises  were  treated  for  the  destruction  of  other 
forms  of  insect  pests  (cockroaches,  steam  flies  and  ants).  In 
these  cases,  also,  the  costs  were  paid  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
infested  premises 

The  public  'are  encouraged  to  seek  advice  upon  the  most 
effective  methods  for  freeing  their  homes  and  belongings 
from  vermin. 

The  methods  employed  Include  the  use  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide  Gas  and  spraying  with  Pesticide  Fluids  ; the  aver- 
age case  requires  three  applications  at  weekly  intervals,  to 
ensure  against  re-infestation. 

The  new  Insecticides  (containing  D D.T.)  will,  when 
available  to  local  authorities,  greatly  simplify  this  Branch  of 
public  health  work,  cause  less  inconvenience  to  the  house- 
holders and  reduce  the  costs. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  work  in  connection  with  housing  is  mainly  directed 
to  the  maintenance  of  reasonable  conditions  of  repair. 

Unhealthy  Areas  Nil 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Uocal  Authority- — 

(1)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  Nil 

(2)  Other  Powers  Nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  Year — 

Total  Nil 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  114 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  172 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwe  ling  houses  (included  under 

the  sub-head  (a)  above  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  11 

(b)  Number  of  inspectors  made  for  the  purpose  23 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  74 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  bv  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  74 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwel  ing  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  11 

(a)  P>v  Owners  Iq 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . 19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  19 

(a)  By  Owners  ..... 19 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Ni 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 


which  Demolit:on  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  which  demolition  orders  were 
made  Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  the  Summer  months  a few  sites  were  occupied  by 


holiday  campers  in  tents  and  motor  trailers.  189. visits  were 
paid  to  camping  sites  in  1944. 

Total  number  of  occupied  structures  497 

Estimated  number  of  occupants  2 485 


Generally,  the  sanitary  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  although  not  up  to  the  desired  standard. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Urban  Area  18 

Number  of  Milk  Cows  kept  approximate  to  200 

Producers  of  Graded  Milk  2 
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Number  of  Retail  Purveyors 

(a)  Resident  

(b)  Non-Resident  

Number  of  Dairy  Milk  Shops  

Several  of  these  purveyors  distribute  both  loose 
and  bottled  milk. 

Three  retail  purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of 
Graded  Milk : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  

Accredited  

Pasteurised  

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  

Visits  to  Cowsheds  during  the  year  

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling  of  Milk  

Miscellaneous  Visits  


12 

4 

4 


1 

1 

1 

192 

167 

341 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

The  reports  of  the  County  Bacteriologist  on  samples  of 
milk  submitted  for  examination  from  this  District  indicates 
that  some  of  the  producers  of  ungraded  milk  attain  the 
standards  demanded  for  Designated  Milk,  but  they  cannot 
be  persuaded  to  undertake  the  task  of  keeping  up  this 
standard. 

In  other  instances  the  results  are  somewhat  disappoint- 
ing, and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  a good  deal  of  time  and 
attention  is  given  to  promoting  better  methods  in  the 
hygiene  of  milk  production. 


Milk  Samples  1944. 


Tuberculin 
T ested 

A cere-  Pasteur- 
dited  ised 

Un- 

graded 

Total 

Satisfactory 

....  7 .... 

...  6 4 ... 

...  30  

. 47 

Moderate  Purity 

...  — 

...  — — ... 

...  6 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

....  4 ... 

...  4 — ... 

...  8 

. 16 

Totals  

....  11  ... 

...  10  4 ... 

...  44  

..  69 

Samples  Tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

No.  of  Samples 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Taken. 

Present. 

Absent. 

12 

Nil 

12 
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NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  AND  ADVISORY  SCHEME. 
Standard  Routine  7 est — Keeping  Quality  of  Milk. 

233  samples  were  collected  from  the  supplies  of  local 
Producer  Retailers  of  Milk  and  submitted  for  Test  at  the 
Swansea  Area  Laboratories ; results  recorded  are  shown  in 
the  following : — 

Categories.  No.  of  Samples.  Remarks. 

A.  186  Good  keeping  quality. 

B.  32  Moderate  keeping  quality. 

C 15  Unsatisfactory. 

THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  sampling  of  foods  and  drugs,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  is  undertaken  by  the  Police  under  the  direction  of 
the  County  Council.  Police  Supt.  W.  C.  May  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this 


district  during  the  year : — 

Sampled.  No.  taken. 

Milk  4 

Rolled  Oats  1 

Butter  1 

Margarine  2 

Lard  2 

Cake  1 

Split  Peas  1 

Cheese  1 

Tinned  Peas  1 

Total  14 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  SHOPS. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  1 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  59 

Number  of  Meat  Shops  10 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops  183 

Miscellaneous  9 


Regular  killing  and  dressing  of  carcases  at  the  local 
slaughterhouse  was  suspended  in  1940,  and  temporarily 
centralised  at  the  Port  Talbot — Bridgend  Abbatoirs. 

Fifty-one  bacon  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  Area  during 
the  year,  and  all  the  carcases  and  offals  were  examined.  With 
one  exception  when  generalised  Tuberculour  lesions  were 
found,  the  meat  was  fit  for  human  consumption. 
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Foodstugs  rejected  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 

1 Bacon  Pig  and  Offals  (Generalised  Tuber- 


culosis)   310'  lbs. 

1 Hindquarter  of  Beef  (Unsound)  147  lbs. 

Bacon  (Unsound)  163  lbs. 

43  Tins  of  Meat  87  lbs. 

Frozen  Cod  Fillets  60  lbs. 

Canned  Fish  44  lbs. 

Butter  36  lbs. 

Cheese  27  lbs. 

Canned  Milk  568  tins 

1 Cask  Roller  Skimmed  Milk  200  lbs. 

Semolina  55'  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods  78  containers 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

Two  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  one  being 
a non-civilian,  and  the  other  a girl  aged  13  years  from  the 
Cardiff  Welfare  Camp,  Nottage.  Both  cases  recovered. 

Artificial  Immunisation. 

This  is  being  carried  out  at  monthly  sessions,  when  78% 
were  completely  immunised,  and  10%  had  received  the  first 
mnocidation. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  21  of 
whom  were  removed  to  hospital ; the  other  cases  were 
isolated  and  treated  at  home.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Iheie  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

1 here  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

•vii:1.  here  ^eJe  6 cases  of  Measles,  3 of  whom  were  non- 
fate}  case^^  6 CaSCS  °f  WhooFinff  Cough.  There  were  no 
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Tuberculosis, 


Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pul- 

Non- Pul- 

Pul- 

Nou-l’ul- 

Periods 

mo  nary 

monary 

Totals 

monary 

monary 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-.1 

I — 

1 — 

, — 

| 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

■ — 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

, — 

— 

■ — 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

1 

— 

— 









20—25 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

25—35 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

35—45 

— 

2 

1 

' 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

45 — 65  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & up 

— 

— 

Totals  

5 

5 

4 

5 

9 

to 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

The  number  of  new  cases  coming  to  my  knowledge  was 
19,  giving  a rate  of  2.22  new  cases  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population: — 


Pulmonary  Forms  0.116 

Other  Forms  Nil 
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25 


. Whooping  Cough 


Organ  or  Part  Affected 
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There  are  no  facilities  provided  within  the  Area  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer. 
The  nearest  voluntary  hospitals  are  situated  at  Cardiff. 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  Year,  1944. 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

120  C.B's. 
& Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

1 48  Smaller 
Towns  Re- 
sident Pop. 

25,000- 
50,000  at 
1931  Cens’s 

London 
A dm. 
County 

Rates  p 

. 1.  . 

er  1,000  Civilian  Popula 

don  : — 

Rive  Births  

*17.6 

30.3 

20.9 

15.0 

Still  Births  

*0.50 

0.64 

0.61 

0.42 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

*11.6 

13.7 

12.4 

15.7 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

Diphtheria  

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.01 

Influenza  

0.12 

0.10 

0.11 

0.08 

Smallpox  

0.00 

— 



Measles  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Rates  per  1 ,00C 

Rive  Births 

Deaths  under  1 vr  of  age 

J46 

52 

44 

61 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

& Fnteritis  under  2 ] 

vears  of  age  . 

Notifications — 

4.8 

7.3 

4.4 

10.1 

Tvphoid  Fever  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0 01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...: 

0.05 

0.06  1 

0.04 

0 06 

Scarlet  Fever  

2.40' 

2.41 

2.67 

1 57 

Whooping  Cough  

2.49  f 

2.49  ! 

2.20 

2 90 

Diphtheria  

0.58 

0.67 

0.69 

0 31 

Hrvsipelas 

0.29  1 

0.32 

0.28 

0 37 

Smallpox 

0.00  I 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

Measles  

4.16  | 

4.51  I 

3.94 

? 98 

Pneumonia 

0.97  1 

1.13 

0.82 

0.93 

Kates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Rive  and  Still)  : — 

(a)  N oufications — 
Puerperal  Fever  f 

j 

1 

If)  3.61 
9.25  | 1 f 14.14 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  | 

10.34 

13.13  j 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality- Eng.  & Wales  -{-Including  Puerperal  Fever 


No.  140 
Albortion 
with  Sepsis 


No.  141 
Abortion 
without  Sepsis 


No.  147 
Puerperal 
Infections 


0.31 


0.09 


0.28 


Nos.  142-6 
148-150 
Other 

1 .25 


Abortion  : Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45— England  & Wales 

No.  140  with  Sepsis.  | 

25  I 


No.  141  without  Sepsis. 
7 


(— ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
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■ Per  1,000  related  Births. 
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